
Spiritual Gifts #1: The Rediscovery of the Spiritual Gifts

Every good gift, every perfect gift, comes from above. These gifts come down from the Father, the
creator… (James 1:17 CEB)

Jesus: “I am with you always…” (Matthew 28:20 NLT)

Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38 NLT)

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. There are different
kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. God works in different ways, but it is the same God who
does the work in all of us. A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. It is the one and
only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have. (1
Corinthians 12:4-7, 11 NLT)

Talent: _________________ ability

Spiritual gift: ____________-natural ability

TWO SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT ABOUT THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS

1) ___________________________________ with the Early Church

2) ___________________________________ in the Church today

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant. (1 Corinthians 12:1 NKJV)

IGNORANCE OF THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS LEADS TO…

1) __________________________, _______________________, ________________________

2) Lack of ____________________  ________________________

“The most basic step you as a Christian need to take to define God’s will for your life [is] knowing your
spiritual gift or gifts.” (Your Spiritual Gifts Can Help Your Church Grow 24)

And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done
for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to
worship him. Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new
person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and
pleasing and perfect. (Romans 12:1-2 NLT)



TWO APPROACHES ON HOW TO KNOW GOD’S WILL

1) _________________________________ Theology

2) _________________________________ Theology

Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this warning: Don’t think
you are better than you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by
the faith God has given us. Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so
it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other. In his grace,
God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. (Romans 12:3-6a NLT)

New Testament gift lists: Romans 12:4-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 27-31; Ephesians 4:11-13

WHAT IS A SPIRITUAL GIFT?

“A spiritual gift is a special attribute given by the Holy Spirit to every member of the Body of Christ,
according to God’s grace, for use within the context of the Body.” (Peter Wagner)

“A spiritual gift is a Spirit-given ability for Christian service. (Leslie Flynn)

“A spiritual gift is a supernatural ability or capacity given by God to enable the Christian to minister and
serve.” (Kenneth Kinghorn)

SOME GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ABOUT SPIRITUAL GIFTS

1) Every __________________________ has one (see 1 Corinthians 12:7,11; cf. 1 Peter 4:10)

2) Connected to God’s ________________; the Lord gives them as He __________________

(1 Corinthians 12:11,18) and no one ___________________ them

3) Designed to be used in the _______________________ of the Body (1 Corinthians 12:7)

BENEFITS OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS

1) Help believers reach their God-given ____________________ and make their lives count

2) Encourage healthy _______________________________ (1 Corinthians 12:18-26)

3) Help the church reach its potential, including being ______________ (Ephesians 4:12-13)

4) _________________________ God (1 Peter 4:11)



It is essential we _______________________ and _____________________ our spiritual gifts

Now a person who is put in charge as a manager must be faithful. (1 Corinthians 4:2 NLT)

God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one
another.” (1 Peter 4:10 NLT)

DISCUSS:

1) What are your thoughts and feelings when you hear the phrase, “spiritual gifts?”

2) What arguments have you heard for or against the spiritual gifts still being operative today? How do you

feel about the subject? Has your understanding changed? If so, how and why?

3) Have you heard any teaching or taken a class on the spiritual gifts? What did you learn? How many of

the spiritual gifts can you name?

4) Have you taken a spiritual gifts inventory or know what your spiritual gift(s) is/are?

5) What questions do you have about the spiritual gifts that you hope will be addressed and answered in

this course? (please email any questions to craig@mylhumc.net)

6) Pray for your group and our church, especially that we will function as the Body of Christ.
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