
Commandment #10: You Must Not Covet

You must not covet your neighbor’s house. You must not covet your neighbor’s wife,
male or female servant, ox or donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor.
(Exodus 20:17 NLT)

So the Lord sent Nathan the prophet to tell David this story: “There were two men in a
certain town. One was rich, and one was poor. 2 The rich man owned a great many
sheep and cattle. 3 The poor man owned nothing but one little lamb he had bought. He
raised that little lamb, and it grew up with his children. It ate from the man’s own plate
and drank from his cup. He cuddled it in his arms like a baby daughter. 4 One day a
guest arrived at the home of the rich man. But instead of killing an animal from his own
flock or herd, he took the poor man’s lamb and killed it and prepared it for his guest.”
5 David was furious. “As surely as the Lord lives,” he vowed, “any man who would do
such a thing deserves to die! 6 He must repay four lambs to the poor man for the one he
stole and for having no pity.” 7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man! 
(2 Samuel 12:1-7a NLT)

What does it mean to covet?  “to desire inordinately or wrongfully”

- It is a perversion of our God-given desires, needs, and wants

- It is a universal sin (both inside and outside the Church)
- Adage: “The grass is always greener on the other side of the fence.”
- Aesop’s fable of man who killed the golden goose

 Moral of the story: “Much wants more and loses all.”
- Hindu proverb: “If you mention money, even the corpse opens his mouth.”

The New Testament commonly refers to it as “greed” (or “lust”)

- It is also known as “avarice,” which is listed among the “seven deadly sins”

- Why is coveting/greed/avarice so deadly?

- The “Arithmetic of Affluence”

- “More” is never enough

- Consider what is: necessary / useful / extra

According to Colossians 3:5, greed is a form of “idolatry”

In the New Testament, this commandment is given a positive spin
- Jesus: “Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he

will give you everything you need.” (Matthew 6:33 NLT)
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- Jesus: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied.” (Matthew 5:6 ESV)

- Paul: “But earnestly desire the higher gifts.” (1 Corinthians 12:31 ESV)

- “Holy envy”

The antithesis of coveting is being content

- “Not that I was ever in need for I have learned how to be content with whatever
I have.” (Philippians 4:11 NLT)

- “Everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord.” (Philippians 3:8a NLT)

- “God who takes care of me will supply all our needs from his glorious riches,
which have been given to us in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19 NLT)

- “You will never know that Jesus is all you need, until Jesus is all you’ve got.”

Whereas the Old Testament says, “you shall not covet,” the New Testament contends,
“you shall be content in Jesus Christ”

- Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have,
because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5
NIV)

Our culture teaches us to be greedy, so we have to be disciplined in giving (per Leonard
Sweet)

- Give something away every day
- When you get something new, give away something old
- Give away possessions as gifts rather than buying the person something new
- Be a loaner
- Make contributions of good, new stuff to charities rather than giving leftovers

Discussion Questions:

1) Why do you think God includes specific examples of this prohibited behavior?

2) How does our society promote discontent and covetousness?

3) What is something you’ve coveted and then regretted when you got it?

4) Have you ever experienced “holy envy?” What is it you wanted or want right now?

5) Gratitude is an effective vaccine against coveting. Offer prayers of thanksgiving for
the physical and spiritual gifts God has given you.


