
Commandment #9: You Must Not Testify Falsely Against Your Neighbor 
 
You must not testify falsely against your neighbor. (Exodus 20:16 NLT) 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. (Exodus 20:16 KJV) 
You shall not tell lies about others. (Exodus 20:16 CEV) 
 
What are some ways that we violate the 9th commandment? 
 
1) Telling a Lie  
 
Stop telling lies. Let us tell our neighbors the truth… (Ephesians 4:25 NLT) 

 
“Pseudo-communal” relationships  focus on peace-keeping (vs. truth-telling) 
  
Ways we settle for less than truthful communication (i.e. pseudo-community residents) 

- Harry the Hintdropper 

 - Mary the Manipulator 

- Steve the Stonewaller…and his twin sister, Sarah the Stonewaller 

- Ellen the Evader 
 

Instead, we will speak the truth in love… (Ephesians 4:15a NLT) 
 
 
2) Spreading a Lie 
 
You must not pass along false rumors…Be sure never to charge anyone falsely with 
evil. (Exodus 23:1, 7 NLT) 
 
Gossip is the sin of choice for most Christians 

 - Passing on false information without checking the facts 

 - Don’t stop hurtful or slanderous speech, or don’t speak up when we know    
  something is untrue 

 - Sharing “prayer requests”  

 - Half-truths and sowing doubt 
  
Stop telling lies…Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be 
an encouragement to those who hear them.” (Ephesians 4:25, 29 NLT) 
 
“The reason a dog has so many friends is because he wags his tail and not his tongue!” 
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3) Living a Lie 
 
So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual 
darkness; we are not practicing the truth. (1 John 1:6 NLT) 
    
We seem to be what we are not  exaggeration, pretense, or “right” language 
 
We seem not to be what we are  If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling 

ourselves and not living in the truth.  (1 John 1:8 NLT) 
 
Everyone is a liar. (Psalm 116:11 CSB) 
 
 
What this adds up to, then, is this: no more lies, no more pretense. Tell your neighbor 
the truth. In Christ’s body we’re all connected to each other, after all. When you lie to 
others, you end up lying to yourself. (Ephesians 4:25 MSG) 
 
Deliver me, O Lord, from lying lips, from a deceitful tongue. (Psalm 120:2 ESV)  -  
 
Guide me in your truth and teach me. (Psalm 25:5 NIV) 
 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1) Describe an occasion (perhaps as a child or teenager) when you were caught in a lie. 
 
2) Who is the most truthful person you know? What do you like about him or her? 
 
3) How might giving false testimony be connected to other commandments, such as the 
 prohibitions against murder and stealing? 
 
4) Of all the sins, lying is the one most identified with the Devil, who is “the father of all  
 lies.” Why do you think this is so? 
 
5) Have you ever been told a lie by someone close to you? How did that make you feel? 
 How did it affect the relationship? 
 
6) Have you witnessed the destructive power of lies spread about you or someone 
 else? What happened and what was the result?  
 
7) What is ONE thing you can do this week to speak truth by saying something good 
 and useful that will be an encouragement to others? 
 
 


