
Commandment #8: You Must Not Steal  

 
 
You must not steal. (Exodus 20:15 NLT) 
 
“Taking something that belongs to someone else” 
 
1) When we steal, we deny and distrust the provision of our Heavenly Father 
    
2) Robbery destroys community by creating an atmosphere of mistrust  
   
3) Stealing is the antithesis of love for one another  
    
Throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life…If you are a thief, quit 
stealing. (Ephesians 4:22, 28 NLT) 
  
 
What are some of the ways in which we may violate God’s standard? 

 

1) Taking unfair advantage of a buyer or seller 
 
Esau: “First he took my rights as the firstborn, and now he has stolen my blessing.” 
(Genesis 27:36 NLT) 
    
Jesus: “The Scriptures declare, ‘My temple will be called a house of prayer,’ but you 
have turned it into a den of thieves!” (Matthew 21:13 NLT) 
    
To overcharge, to undersell, or to deceive someone in a business dealing is to steal 
 
 
2) Accepting more than you are entitled to 
 
Examples: order mix up; undeserved benefits; “bootlegging” music, software, streaming; 
frivolous lawsuits; fraudulent insurance claims; tax evasion   
  
 
3) Gambling 
 
Unfair to others (comes at their expense; oftentimes people who can least afford it) 
 
Substitutes chance and fate for the fatherly care of a loving God 
 
See United Methodist “Social Principles” 
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4) Cheating 
 
“Taking unfair advantage of a person or group” 
 
Examples: stealing ideas or answers on a test, stealing time from an employer 
   
Satan’s temptations were all “short-cuts” or forms of cheating (see Matthew 4:1-11) 
 
 
5) Failing to live up to our God-given responsibilities by hoarding our treasures or 
 talents 
  
Withholding from God the treasure that is rightfully His (e.g. tithes/offerings) 
  

 You people are robbing me, your God. And, here you are, asking, “How are we 
 robbing you?” You are robbing me of the offerings and of the ten percent that 
 belongs to me. (Malachi 3:8 CEV) 
  

 Bring the entire ten percent into the storehouse, so there will be food in my house.
 (Malachi 3:10 CEV) 
 
Withholding from God’s use the talents that He has given us 
    
 Parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30) 
     
 
No stealing…from anyone, at any time, in any way 
 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1) Describe an incident when you were the victim of a theft. How did you feel? What 
 happened as a result? 
 
2) Have you ever been tempted to steal something? What was the outcome? 
 
3) What are some ways we can violate the letter and/or spirit of this commandment? 
 
4) How might we, as Christians, steal from God and His Church? 
 
5) What possession(s) do you guard most closely? Do you have a talent or treasure you 
 are unwilling to give away? If so, what is it and why your reluctance to share?  
 
6) Pray for the right attitude toward possessions. Thank God for what you have. Ask the 
 Lord to give you a spirit of generosity to share with others in need. What is ONE 
 thing you can immediately give away (time, talent, or treasure) to help others and 
 demonstrate your commitment to Christ? 


