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In this sermon series we are looking at four-letter words that help us live as God intends 
us to live. In recent weeks we have been encouraged to be PURE in heart, transform our 
MIND, surrender our WILL, and care for our BODY. This week we will consider what the 
Bible says about WORK. 
 
It is shocking to realize how many years of our lives are spent at work. Anything that gets 
that much of our time, energy, and attention merits our consideration. How we choose to 
spend our time is critical! The Bible mentions work on at least 555 occasions, primarily 
giving instructions about how to view and accomplish our work.  
 
Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything you do. Try to please them all the time, 
not just when they are watching you. Serve them sincerely because of your reverent fear 
of the Lord. Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord 
rather than for people. Remember that the Lord will give you an inheritance as your 
reward, and that the Master you are serving is Christ. - Colossians 3:22-24 NLT 
 
Colossians 3 reveals three particular ways we are to work: 
 
1) Work in the right job. 
 
God intended work to be a blessing, not a curse. The concept of work was introduced 
before the fall of humankind, and meaningful work helps us fulfill our destiny. The “right 
job” is work that is consistent with who we are, as evidenced by our interests and skills. 
Yet sometimes your dream job is not the one where you do the thing you love, but one 
that gives you the freedom to do the thing you love. 
 
What do you love doing? What are you good at doing? 
How, when, and where will you work? 
Is there a market for your chosen profession? 
 
“Find a job you love and you’ll never have to work another day in your life!” 
 
2) Work for the right reason. 
 
Why do you work? Is it to pay your bills or earn lots of money, to impress people, to get 
out of the house, or to keep your mind busy? Those are all reasons we might go to work, 
but the Biblical reason for work is to bring glory to God. God has a job for everyone to do. 
God wants His people to strive for excellence and have reputations of being diligent. We 
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glorify God when we are hard-working employees, known for excellence, reliability, and 
integrity. We are to be “above reproach” (Titus 1:6). God is not pleased when we are lazy, 
careless, or irresponsible. 
 
In particular, we honor God in the workplace by: what we do, who we are, and by what we 
say. We ultimately glorify God by seeing ourselves as marketplace missionaries, praying 
for our co-workers and sharing our faith with them. 
 
3) Work for the right reward. 
 
What are you working for? What reward are you after? Many rewards are temporary at 
best. When we work for the right reason (to glorify God) we receive lasting rewards. 

 

“Remember that the Lord will give you an inheritance as your reward…” (Colossians 3:24) 
 
Some of the rewards of work are:  
Confidence – in accepting challenges and mastering new things. 
Character – in overcoming temptations, in learning how to treat people well, in 
persevering through difficult times. 
Sense of accomplishment – in having completed something and having done it well. 
 
Conclusion 
 

 Is your job a blessing to you? If it is, give God thanks for it. If it’s not or if you’re looking 
for employment, pray for guidance and ask the Lord to lead you to the right job. 
 

 Are you honoring God by what you do, who you are, and what you say at work? If not, 
confess your faults and ask God to help you work for the right reason. 
 

 Are you enjoying the rewards of your labor? If not, step out in faith and accept some 
challenges that will stretch you and tap into your God-given potential. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


