
Commandment #6: You Must Not Murder 

 
You must not murder. (Exodus 20:13 NLT)  Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13 KJV) 
 
“The purposeful, deliberate, pre-meditated act of taking another person’s life”  
 - Hebrew: lit, “no murder” 
 
The Lord gives both death and life. (1 Samuel 2:6 NLT) 
 
Anyone who assaults and kills another person must be put to death. But if it was simply 
an accident permitted by God, I will appoint a place of refuge where the slayer can run 
for safety…Kidnappers must be put to death…Suppose two men quarrel, and one hits 
the other with a stone or fist…If a man beats his slave with a club and the slave dies as 
a result, the owner must be punished…Suppose two men are fighting, and in the 
process they accidentally strike a pregnant woman…the punishment must match the 
injury: a life for a life…If an ox gores a man or woman to death…and had a reputation 
for goring, it must be stoned, and the owner must also be put to death. (Exodus 21 NLT) 
 
Implication for modern day issues: suicide, abortion, war, capital punishment, 
euthanasia, physician-assisted suicide, habits that shorten life expectancy, DUI 
 
21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and 
anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is 
angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a 
brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ 
will be in danger of the fire of hell. 23 Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar 
and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your 
gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer 
your gift.” (Matthew 5:21-24 NIV) 
 
Outward act of murder is rooted in an inner feeling of anger 
 
“Words kill”  
 - Raca: Aramaic term of derision or contempt; lit., empty-headed 
 - Fool:  Greek slang expression; cf. moron 
 
“You’re familiar with the command to the ancients, ‘Do not murder.’ I’m telling you that 
anyone who is so much as angry with a brother or sister is guilty of murder. Carelessly 
call a brother ‘idiot!’ and you just might find yourself hauled into court. Thoughtlessly yell 
‘stupid!’ at a sister and you are on the brink of hellfire. The simple moral fact is that 
words kill.” (Matthew 5:21-22 MSG) 
 
“You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. But I 
say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! In that way, you will be 
acting as true children of your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:43-45a NLT) 
 
“Do I not destroy my enemies when I make them my friends?” (Abraham Lincoln)  
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Discussion Questions 

 
1) Why do you think people find the subject of murder in novels, movies, and news 
 stories so intriguing? 
 
2) Of all the crimes human beings can commit, why is murder considered the worst? 
 
3) What does this sixth commandment tell us about God? About human beings? 
 
4) What are some of the life and death implications of the sixth commandment? That is, 
 what are some modern day issues that need to be considered in light of God’s  
 command: “you must not murder”? Do you see any contradictions in the way we 
 apply this commandment or maybe even justify our behavior? 
 
5) Describe some ways in which words “kill”. How has your life been affected by name-
 calling? Do you consider some words or insults as “off limits” as a Christian? 
 
6) Have you ever been reconciled with someone after hurtful words were said or 
 exchanged? Who took the initiative? What happened? What was the result? 
 
7) Is there anyone you consider an “enemy” who you can turn into a “friend”? What do 
 you need to do to make that happen? What is ONE thing you can say or do to obey 
 this commandment and show that you “love your neighbor”? 
 
 
 
 


