
Understanding the Ten Commandments - Introduction 
  
Are the commandments absolute or obsolete? 
 
 

The LOCATION of the Ten Commandments in the Book of Exodus 

 
What is needed for obedience?  understanding + motivation  
 
Exodus does not begin with the Law, but neither does it end with chapter 18 
  
 

The LANGUAGE of the Ten Commandments 

 
Hebrew, “ten words” (Greek, Decalogue) 
  
The commandments are words spoken by a Person, God, to a world of persons 
 
 

The ARRANGEMENT of the Ten Commandments 

 
#1-4:   our relationship with God 
#5-10: our relationship with others 
  
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is 
the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’” (Matthew 22:36-39 NIV) 
 
 

Discussion Questions 

 
1) What are some rules you had growing up? Which ones do you still live by? 
 
2) When you think of the Ten Commandments, do you have positive or negative 
 thoughts? Why is that the case? 
 
3) Do most people obey the Ten Commandments? Why or why not? Why are some of 
 the commandments almost universally followed while others are largely ignored? 
 
4) Which of the Ten Commandments are most difficult to follow? Which are easiest? 
 What motivates you to obey them? 
 
5) What does each of the commandments reveal about God and His character? 
 
6) What do you hope to gain from this study of the Ten Commandments? 
 
7) What ONE THING did you learn tonight? How can you apply what you have learned? 



  

Ten Commandments 

Exodus 20:1-17 NIV 

 

And God spoke all these words: 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 
Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
 
3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 
 
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or 
on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or 
worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the 
sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing 
love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 
7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone 
guiltless who misuses his name. 
 
8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not 
do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, 
nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For in six days 
the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he 
rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it 
holy. 
 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the 
land the Lord your God is giving you. 
 
13 “You shall not murder. 
 

14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
 

15 “You shall not steal. 
 

16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 
or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor.” 
 
 


