
Commandment #3: You Must Not Misuse the Name of the Lord your God 
 
You must not misuse the name of the Lord your God. The Lord will not let you go 
unpunished if you misuse his name. (Exodus 20:7 NLT)  
 
God replied, “I AM WHO I AM. Say this to the people of Israel: I AM has sent me to 
you.” (Exodus 3:14 NLT) [I AM = lit., Yahweh or Jehovah]  
  
Throughout the Bible, God’s name represents God Himself 
 - Sing to the Lord, praise his name… (Psalm 96:2 NIV) 
 - Those who know your name trust in you…  (Psalm 9:10 NIV) 
 - I myself will call to account anyone who does not listen to my words that the    
  prophet speaks in my name. (Deuteronomy 18:19 NIV) 
  
Yahweh = YHWH  
 
Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the Lord. 
(Leviticus 19:12 NIV) [“profane” comes from the Latin pro (in front of) + fane (temple)] 
 
Ways We Can Misuse the Name of the Lord 
     
1) Curse Word 
  
 - Relationship to other types of vulgar language 
 
 
2) Frivolous Manner  
 
 - Using God’s name “in vain” 
  
 
3) Insincerity of speech, False Promises, or Breaking our Word 
  
 - “You have heard…‘You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have  
  made to the Lord.” But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven…or   
  by earth…Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No.’” (Matthew 5:33-37 NRSV) 
  
 
4) Misappropriate God’s Power  
  
 - “By what power or in whose name, have you done this?” (Acts 4:7b NLT) 
 - Peter: “…he was healed by the powerful name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene.”   
  (Acts 4:10 NLT) 
 
  
The Lord’s Prayer: “Hallowed be thy name.” (Matthew 6:9 KJV) 
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Discussion Questions: 
 
1) How does the third commandment (do not misuse the name of the Lord) build on the 
 first two (have no other gods and do not make an idol)? 
  
2) Why is it important to praise or honor the name of the Lord rather than just praising or 
 honoring God? And what is the difference, if any? 
 
3) Is there a difference between violating this commandment and using profanity? How 
 do you feel and react when you hear God’s name used in a vulgar way? Do you feel 
 differently about that then hearing other types of profane language? 
 
4) What are some ways people use God’s name in frivolous or trite manner? 
 
5) Have you ever thought of breaking promises or commitments as a violation of this 
 command? Do you see the connection since, as Christians, we carry the name of 
 Jesus? 
    
6) What are some ways that we misappropriate God’s power or besmirch His character 
 by invoking His name, either in prayer or in conversation?  
 
7) Examine your life and allow the Holy Spirit to identify anything that does not honor 
 the name of the Lord. Confess it before God, receive His forgiveness, and then 
 commit not to misuse the Lord’s name any more. Praise God’s holy name! 
 
 


