
 
 

Lighting of the Advent & Christ Candles – 2019 
 
 
Fourth Sunday (December 22)                The Wonder of a Manger              
 
At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the 
Roman Empire. (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) All returned 
to their own ancestral towns to register for this census. And because Joseph was a descendant of 
King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the 
village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him Mary, his fiancée, who was now obviously pregnant. 
And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. She gave birth to her first child, a 
son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
lodging available for them. (Luke 2:1-7 NLT) 
 
Lord Jesus, we stand in awe that you would humble yourself and come to earth to live among us – to 
love us, serve us, and even be willing to give your life for us. Open our eyes this season to the 
wonder of a manger – an unlikely crib that proclaims your servant leadership and eternal reign as our 
shepherd and king. May this beautiful picture of your love profoundly change us so that we may follow 
your example by humbly loving and serving others in your name. Amen.   
 
Today, like the shepherds, we watch for signs of the Messiah’s birth and celebrate the good news of 
great joy for all people. Like the angels we proclaim, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” We reflect on the wonder of a manger, which 
represents God’s rescue mission to come and save us. Let’s focus on the love that sent Jesus to be 
born in a humble manger. 
 
[Light candle] 
 
God of love, help us to believe in and experience the extraordinary, neverending love you have for us, 
and show us how we can share this wonderful love with others as we follow the example of Jesus, 
our humble, yet exalted King. Amen.  
 


