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Becoming Great: Take Great Risks  
Study Guide for Small Group Discussion and Personal Application  

Lynn Haven UMC – November 3, 2019 – Pastor Craig Carter 
Watch sermons online at mylhumc.net/media 
This series was inspired by two popular books: 

Good to Great by Jim Collins and Good to Great in God’s Eyes by Chip Ingram 
 
 
Introduction: 
The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under 

everything that makes life worth living. It’s our handle on what we can't see. The act of faith is 

what distinguished our ancestors, set them above the crowd…It’s impossible to please God 

apart from faith. And why? Because anyone who wants to approach God must believe both that 

he exists and that he cares enough to respond to those who seek him. 

Hebrews 11:1-2, 6 MSG 

 

In our current sermon series we are looking at how we can rise above the mundane in our 

relationship with the Lord by refusing to settle for a mediocre brand of Christianity. In doing so, 

we move from simply being good Christians to becoming great in God’s eyes. 

The reason we aspire to greatness is not so much for our own sake as it is for God’s. By 

becoming great (as God defines it), we bring great glory to Him and are enabled to accomplish 

great things for Him.  

According to the writer of the letter to the Hebrews, without faith we cannot please the Lord 

and it was faith that made the ancient people of God great.  But nowhere is it said they had 

“great” faith; they simply lived by faith. When it comes to faith, you either have it or you don’t. 

It’s an act of trust. The amount of faith doesn’t matter; but what does matter is the object.  

Great Christians have faith in a great God and trust Him completely.  

 

Digging Deeper 
 
Throughout our Christian lives, God calls us to take bold steps of faith. These key decision 

points force us to decide whether to leap in the direction the Lord is leading us or pull back to a 

position that seems safe to us. True believers are willing to take the chance because great 

Christians take great risks due to their faith/trust in a great and mighty God.  

Unless we’re living by faith and taking great risks, our lives will not be very pleasing to the Lord 

and, as a result, we will forfeit God’s blessings and rewards. Here’s how Chip Ingram 

describes it in his book, From Good to Great in God’s Eyes: “Where there’s no risk, there’s no 

faith; where there’s no faith, there’s no power or joy or intimacy with God. There are also no 

supernatural miracles, no reward, and, ultimately, no pleasing God.” (p. 122) 
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Most of us are averse to taking great risks and like the familiar. It’s why some of us are still 

eating the same breakfast cereal we ate in 1969. But avoiding risk is really not an option in the 

Christian life. Christ is constantly calling us to make difficult choices in order to follow Him. 

Faith is doing what God tells us to do whether we feel like it or not. Great Christians are willing 

to take the risk because they want to be found faithful and enjoy God’s favor.  

Great Christians reap great rewards because they are willing to take great risks. They are able 

to do so by refocusing their fears, rejuvenating their faith, and recalling God’s 

faithfulness.  

 

Discuss/Share: 

• Identify a fear you have. How do you need to refocus that fear so that you 
emphasize what God can do rather than what the enemy or problem says you can’t 
or shouldn’t do?  
  

• Have you experienced a time in your life when your faith was rejuvenated? Reflect 
on that time. How you were different immediately after? Have you maintained that 
renewed faith and passion for the Lord or are you in need of another rejuvenating 
encounter?  

 

• Think about your Sunday morning experience. Do you come to church anticipating 
that God’s Holy Spirit will renew and refresh you? Are you open to Him using you 
to renew and refresh others? How so?  

 

• Think about a past risk you have taken in obedience to the Lord. How did it work 
out? What great rewards would you have missed out on had you not been willing 
to follow God’s commands then? Looking ahead, does that experience give you 
confidence to take future risks God is calling you to take?  

 

Conclusion: 
 

Great Christians realize that all the chips they hold – family, possessions, friendships, career, 

reputation, future – are on the line. But they push it all in to the center of the table and trust in 

God because they know He is the ultimate winning hand. Are you willing to say, “I’m all in, 

Lord, I’m willing to risk it all for you”? 

Great Christians who take great risks don’t just sing the words, they mean it when they say: 

“All to Jesus, I surrender, all to Him I freely give; I will ever love and trust Him, in His presence 

daily live.” What we mean is, “I’m all in…everything I am and have is yours.”  

You see, we don’t have to have great faith to live great Christian lives. We just have to have 

faith in a great and mighty God and then be willing to take the risks involved to trust and obey 

Him no matter what. 


