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Becoming Great: Make Great Sacrifices 
Study Guide for Small Group Discussion and Personal Application  

Lynn Haven UMC – November 10, 2019 – Pastor Craig Carter 
Watch sermons online at mylhumc.net/media 
This series was inspired by two popular books: 

Good to Great by Jim Collins and Good to Great in God’s Eyes by Chip Ingram 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
We are currently in a sermon series on becoming great followers of Jesus. While it may 

seem arrogant to aspire to be considered a great Christian, we have discovered that 

striving for greatness should be the norm for every believer. That’s because we serve a 

great and mighty God who has made us to be like Him.  

We have observed that great Christians think great thoughts, dream great dreams, 

pursue great people, pray great prayers, enjoy great moments, and take great risks. 

Here’s another one: Great Christians Make Great Sacrifices. 

Sacrifice has been a part of the lives of God’s people since the beginning of Creation. 

Then, during Jesus’ earthly ministry, he preached: “If any of you wants to be my 

follower, you must give up your own way (deny yourself), take up your cross daily, and 

follow me.” (Luke 9:23 NLT). In his letter to the Romans, the Apostle Paul makes it 

even more clear what kind of sacrifice is expected: “So brothers and sisters, since God 

has shown us great mercy, I beg you to offer your lives as a living sacrifice to him. Your 

offering must be only for God and pleasing to him, which is the spiritual way for you to 

worship.” (Romans 12:1 NCV) 

It’s not enough to offer the Lord the fruit of our labors as the Israelites were required to 

do with their livestock and produce. No. God wants us! It’s as though we climb on the 

altar ourselves and offer all that we are and all that we have up to Him. That’s how we 

ultimately worship God – with our very lives.  

 
Digging Deeper 
What motivates great Christians to make great sacrifices?  

Great love, great calling and great purpose.  

We all gladly make great sacrifices for who or what we love. We willingly take risks and 

accept the associated sacrifices when we feel a great calling. And if we truly believe 

that through our personal sacrifices we will achieve our purpose of coming to know God 

and even become like Him, we will jump at the chance to sacrifice anything and 

everything.  
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We sacrifice for God because God first sacrificed for us.  

 

Discuss/Share: 

• We have all made sacrifices motivated by love. As Pastor Craig discussed, the 
degree of sacrifice corresponds to the amount we love the given object. He 
discussed “love sacrifices” including time, energy, money, desires and dreams. 
What love sacrifices do you make in your daily life?   
 

• Read the following words from Jesus: “If you do not carry your own cross and 

follow me, you cannot be my disciple. But don’t begin until you count the cost … 

You cannot become my disciple without giving up everything you own. (Luke 

14:27-28a, 33 NLT). What did Jesus mean when he instructed his followers to 

“carry” or “pick up” their own cross?  

 

• Discuss the term everything. What does it look like to give up everything for a 

modern-day Christian living in America?  

 

• Pastor Craig mentioned that great sacrifices can be big or small. That’s because 

great sacrifices – the crosses we bear – are choices. Crosses are those difficult 

things we choose to do because we belong to Christ. How do the sacrifices you 

choose to make show others that you belong to Him and bring honor to Him?  

 

• Our sacrifices for the Lord are not ends in and of themselves. They are means 

that help us achieve a higher purpose: Knowing Him and spending eternity with 

Him in Heaven. The same is true for other sacrifices, such as the ones we make 

for the people we love. How does knowing the purpose and benefits that will be 

achieved help you make sacrifices that are hard to make? 

 
Conclusion: 
 

Before we can grab hold of all that God has for us, we have to release what we 

currently hold in our hands. That’s why great Christians make great sacrifices. 

Are you willing to climb on the altar and say, “Lord, I surrender all?” 

All of your time, all of your energy, all of your money, all of your desires, and all of your 

dreams. Not because you have to but because you love Jesus and have heard Him 

calling you to a higher purpose.  

What great sacrifice (which might be large or small) is God asking you to make? 


