
 
 

Lighting of the Advent & Christ Candles – 2019 
 

 
First Sunday (December 1): The Wonder of a Name 
 
An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 
sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21 NIV) 
 
The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. (Luke 1:30-31 NIV) 
 
The angel said to [the shepherds], “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord. (Luke 2:10-11 NIV) 
 
Jesus, your name is beautiful and special. You are the Lord of salvation – our God who saves us from 
our sins, rescues us from our fears, and heals us from our infirmities. You are our Savior and that is 
good news that brings great joy! May the wonder of your name fill our hearts with peace this 
Christmas and always. In your precious name we pray. Amen. 
 
Today, like Joseph and Mary, we wait for the Christ-child. We celebrate all that God has already done 
and say, “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (Luke 1:46-47 NIV). We 
reflect on the wonder of the precious name of Jesus, our Savior and Prince of Peace. Let’s focus on 
the peace that comes from knowing Jesus is the God who saves. 
 
[Light candle]  
 
God of peace, help us to remember that you have come to save us. Fill us with your peace as we 
trust in the wonderful and mighty name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
       


