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Becoming Great: Pray Great Prayers 
Study Guide for Small Group Discussion and Personal Application  

Lynn Haven UMC – October 20, 2019 – Pastor Craig Carter 
Watch sermons online at mylhumc.net/media 
This series was inspired by two popular books: 

Good to Great by Jim Collins and Good to Great in God’s Eyes by Chip Ingram 
 
 
Introduction: 

 
In recent weeks we have been looking at how we can become great in God’s eyes. This 
should be the desire of every believer because being a great Christian, rather than 
settling for just being a good Christian, enables us to bring great glory to God and 
accomplish great things for His kingdom.  
 
We have observed that our journey toward greatness begins with thinking great thoughts, 
dreaming great dreams, and surrounding ourselves with great people. We’ve also 
learned that God wants us to enjoy great moments with Him and those around us. 
 
Starting today we’re going to get down to the weightier matters of following Christ; 
specifically, what are some things great Christians do? 
 
When we think of individuals we consider to be great men and women of the faith, one 
characteristic seems to stand out – they are persons of prayer. 
 
All Christians pray. But great Christians pray great prayers. 
 
Digging Deeper 
 
So what are some common ingredients of all great prayers? Let’s start by looking at the 

greatest prayer ever uttered by the greatest man who ever lived. It is what we 

commonly refer to as the Lord’s Prayer: 

So when you pray, you should pray like this: “Our Father in heaven, may your name 

always be kept holy. May your kingdom come and what you want be done, here on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us the food we need for each day. Forgive us for our sins, 

just as we have forgiven those who sinned against us. And do not cause us to be 

tempted, but save us from the Evil One. The kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours forever. Amen.” (Matthew 6:9-13 NCV) 

In this prayer we learn from Jesus that great prayers: 1) Are intensely personal, 2) exhibit 

a deep reverence for God, 3) promote God’s agenda, 4) express faith in God, and 5) 

expect God to do great things. 
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Discuss/Share: 

• Great prayers are intensely personal. That means there is no right or wrong 
language. Have you ever struggled to find the words to say when praying? 
How have you been able to overcome that stumbling block? 
 

• Great prayers remind us that God is the Creator and we are mere creatures. 
How does prayer enhance your awareness of God’s absolute holiness and 
your own dependency on Him?  

 

• What issues do you feel compelled to pray about again and again? Is God 
asking you to intercede and take action on His behalf?  

 

• What do you notice about these petitions in The Lord’s Prayer? Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

• In his book, Good to Great in God’s Eyes, Chip Ingram makes this bold 
assertion: “Great prayers ask the improbable, expect the impossible, and 
receive the unthinkable.” What improbable, impossible, unthinkable prayers 
are on your heart today? Do you really believe and trust God for the 
answers? Read Ephesians 3:20-21 NLT for the Apostle Paul’s take on this.  

 

• Have you asked God for something seemingly impossible and been 
fortunate enough to see the results in your lifetime?  

 

Conclusion: 
 

E.M. Bounds was a prominent Methodist pastor and author in the late 1800’s. In one of 

his books on prayer he penned these words: “What the world needs most is people 

who pray – not people who talk about prayer or explain it, but who actually do it.” 

Our great God does great things through the great prayers of great Christians. What 

can you imagine the Lord doing in your life, your family, our church? The good news is 

that God can and will do infinitely, exceedingly abundantly more! For His is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen! 

If you want to be great in God’s eyes, just keep praying. Remember, there is no right or 

wrong language. All you need is a deep desire to know God. Amen! 


