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Becoming Great: Leave a Great Legacy 
Study Guide for Small Group Discussion and Personal Application  

Lynn Haven UMC – October 27, 2019 – Pastor Terry Tatum 
Watch sermons online at mylhumc.net/media 
This series was inspired by two popular books: 

Good to Great by Jim Collins and Good to Great in God’s Eyes by Chip Ingram 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
“In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell 

them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the 

LORD. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These 

stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.” 

Joshua 4:6-7 NIV 

 

During this sermon series we have learned that God doesn’t want us to settle for 

being “good” Christians. He wants us to become “great.” Without question, as 

God’s people, created in the Lord’s image and made by His Spirit to be like 

Christ, we are destined for greatness.  

Part of the greatness God has in mind for us is the legacy we – as individuals 

and as a congregation – will leave for future generations. God wants us to be 

intentional about our legacy. He wants our legacy to be a great legacy because, 

ultimately, our legacy will bring honor and glory to His name.   

 
Digging Deeper 
 

What does it mean to leave a great legacy? Read the passage above from the 

Book of Joshua. Just prior to this, the Israelites were following the Ark of the 

Covenant (where the presence of God dwells) across dry ground in the middle of 

the Jordan River. The rushing water “stood up in a heap” while the entire nation 

of Israel crossed over into the Promised Land. Their trust in God had been 

rewarded yet again.  

Understanding how special this event was, Joshua had twelve stones placed 

where the Israelites crossed the Jordan. The stones commemorated what God 

had done, not what the Israelites had done.  
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Like Joshua, our legacy is about what a great God we serve. To use the image of 

the stones, there are three ways we can leave a great legacy: We can leave 

literal stones (physical items passed on to loved ones), living stones (the people 

we impact) and lasting stones (something that will last long enough to have an 

impact to future generations).  

 

Discuss/Share: 

• Discuss what Pastor Terry means by suggesting that we should leave literal 
stones. What tangible thing will you leave behind as part of your legacy? 
What makes the thing(s) great? In what way do those physical items honor 
and glorify God?  
 

• Discuss what it means to leave behind living stones. How is God using you 
to further His kingdom by being a living stone now? In what ways are you 
helping to equip others to be living stones for the cause of Christ?  
 

• Discuss the idea of lasting stones. What are you investing your time, 
resources or other assets in that will be around for a future generation to 
benefit from? How does your investment now bring honor and glory to God 
today? In the future?  
 

Conclusion: 
 

If we want to be great in God’s eyes, we all need to spend some time thinking 

about what legacy we will leave behind. The clock is ticking. Whether it’s literal 

stones, living stones or lasting stones, the decisions we make today about how 

we spend our time and resources will eventually become our legacy.  

Most of us lead pretty ordinary lives. But we all have an opportunity to leave a 

great legacy. To God be the glory! 


