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Becoming Great: Enjoy Great Moments 
Study Guide for Small Group Discussion and Personal Application  

Lynn Haven UMC – October 13, 2019 – Pastor Craig Carter 
Watch sermons online at mylhumc.net/media 
This series was inspired by two popular books: 

Good to Great by Jim Collins and Good to Great in God’s Eyes by Chip Ingram 
 
 
Introduction: 

 

For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven…A time to 

plant and a time to harvest…A time to tear down and a time to build up…A time to cry 

and a time to laugh. A time to grieve and a time to dance.  

Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 NLT excerpts 

 

Our current sermon series is based on the premise that God doesn’t want us just to 

settle for being “good” Christians, He wants us to become “great.” That’s because He is 

a great and mighty God who has made us in His image. 

So far, we’ve discovered that before we can do great things for the Lord we first have to 

think great thoughts, dream great dreams, and surround ourselves with great people. 

Now it’s time to turn attention to some activities that enable us to become great.  

How would you answer this question: What are some things great Christians do?  

Most would say, “Great Christians pray great prayers, make great sacrifices, exhibit 

great commitment, and take great risks.” Clearly, being a good Christian is not an easy 

road to travel and the journey toward becoming great is even more difficult.  

But, like most endeavors, following Christ requires balance. It’s what the wisest man in 

the history of the world, Solomon, was talking about when he penned the familiar words 

above. There is a time to make great sacrifices and exhibit great discipline for the sake 

of Christ, but there is also a time to have fun and be footloose and fancy free. 

Did you know that being happy and enjoying life are gifts from God? After all, the Lord 

made everything that exists – for His pleasure and for ours.  

 
Digging Deeper 
 
In his book, Becoming Great in God’s Eyes, Chip Ingram shares some wonderful insights 
on what it takes for us to enjoy great moments, with God and with others. He states that 
we must “slow down,” “slim down,” “sit down,” “look around” and “plan in.”  
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In other words, we need to: Be wary of busyness, strive to keep things simple, settle 
down (not everything is a crisis), take time to smell the roses, and schedule moments of 
fun and relaxation. In our complex world we oftentimes make life way too complicated. 
Ultimately, it’s very simple: it’s about having loving relationships with God and with others. 
With this in mind we should feel free to enjoy great moments with both regularly.  
 

Discuss/Share: 

• Most people don’t associate being amused and enjoying life with being a 
Christian. Why is that?  
 

• If someone were to ask the people closest to you (spouse, children, co-
workers), “How would you describe ____ ?, what would the responses be? 
Would they say you are relaxed or uptight, a joy to be around or…? 

 

• Do you generally feel that you are able to accomplish the essential tasks of 
each day with enough time to enjoy life and rest also? Why or why not? 

 

• It has been observed that “Jesus was always busy, but never in a hurry.” 
Christ always had time for others. Can that be said of you? Can you think of 
someone you know who is like that? How would you describe their faith life?  

 

• As Pastor Craig has said many times, our society’s greatest lie is: “When life 
settles down, I’ll…” The truth is, life will never settle down so we have to 
settle (or sit) down ourselves. What is something you have been putting off, 
waiting for the right time to come?   

 

• Most of us live for tomorrow or we live because of yesterday. But focusing 
on the future causes worry and staying stuck in the past brings regret. What 
mindset are you in? How can you work on focusing on the present so that 
you can enjoy the abundant life God has for you in the here-and-now? 

 
Conclusion: 
 

If you and I want to follow Jesus and become great in God’s eyes, there is a time for 

tremendous sacrifice, deep commitment, and intense discipline, but there is also a time 

to enjoy great moments and experience the fullness of life.  

The truth is, Jesus came to bring us life to the full. And He demonstrated that fact by 

the way He lived His own life. When you and I learn to enjoy great moments with God 

and with others, we become great in God’s eyes and give others a marvelous example 

to follow.  


